Introduction
The genus Stiphrornis, along with Sheppardia, Pogonocichla, Swynnertonia, Cossypha, and Alethe are usually considered "Africa forest-dwelling robins" (Irwin & Clancey 1974) , but the exact membership of this assemblage varies. Some authors assign certain genera to the chats within the Muscicapidae (e. More recently, Beresford & Cracraft (1999) , on the basis of relatively high among-taxon mitochondrial DNA divergences in the genus, and supported by morphology, recognized four phylogenetic species within Stiphrornis: S. erythrothorax, from Sierra Leone to the Niger Delta, primarily in lowland forest but also in riverine and savannah habitats within the Upper Guinea region (Keith et al. 1992) ; S. gabonensis, limited to evergreen coastal forest, ranging from just east of the Niger River Delta south to Gabon and east to Malen, Cameroon, and the island of Bioko, Equatorial Guinea; S. xanthogaster, the most widespread member of the genus, ranging from the River Dja in Cameroon south through NE Gabon to Lukolela, Democratic Republic of Congo east through southern Central African Republic, Sudan, the Ituri forest, and Uganda to W Kenya, mainly in lowland primary forest, but in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo S. xanthogaster occurs in transitional forest up to 1400 m (Keith et al.
